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Rev Jane Thompson writes:

As I sit to write, summer has, temporarily, disappeared; total unlocking is
postponed; the solstice is passed, so the days are already shortening and
still the seasons continue to flash by, with very few events to mark their
passing. In preparing for one Sunday of Generous June, I was reminded
how important it is to notice - to notice and appreciate the changing
beauty around me, the acts of kindness offered by others, however small,
and the presence of God in the seemingly mundane - because if I don’t
notice, then in my lack of attention, I will miss the miraculous, both the
miraculous within the creative order and the miraculous which happens
outside the usual way of things.

When I notice, when I’m attentive to the beauty in people, in creation, in
the created, my eyes lift from me being the centre of my world, I gain a
new perspective and my life is reordered. Sometimes this reordering is
remarkable, we might say it out loud, we might feel our head has suddenly
lightened, that tension has lifted, or we might simply smile! Whenever it
happens, it is a good thing, it is the start of being thankful, of orientating
ourselves round the other, of seeing the world more as God sees it; we
become more open to emotion, emotions stirred by beauty, by the plight
of others, by things outside of us.

Being thankful, being grateful is a wonderful way to live; few of us are in
that place all the time, but like all habits and skills, it is something we can
learn, something we can help ourselves to become better at, we can
admire it in others and notice how they live it out.

It is often commented that people with the least are the most thankful for
what they have, that they are the quickest to say thank you and are the
most generous. They give from their poverty in ways that we might
imagine would painfully impact them. Their thankfulness for what they
have leads them to want to share what they do have with others.
So how is it that I, that we, many of us with so much, struggle not just
with being thankful, but with being generous, even when it would have
little or no impact on us or our lifestyle.

In a break-out room of the Diocesan zoom prayer meeting this morning,
the vicar of a very economically-challenged local parish said that 70% of
his congregation have some sort of additional need. He longs to support
them all properly but he is on his own, his people are overwhelmed with
their own circumstances and not in a position to step up to support the life
of the church or to assist others. I reflected again how thankful I am for all
I have, for the beauty of where I live, for everyone in our church
communities, for the imminent arrival of Tom, our new rector, for
everything that my life holds.
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As we reach the close of this month
when we have been considering
thankfulness and how thankfulness
leads to generosity, before we are
tempted to turn the page on this
theme, I am left wondering what
God is asking of me and, indeed,
what God is asking of us as
individuals, as individual parishes
and as a Benefice, both within our
own locality and maybe also beyond
our boundaries?

Paul said to the Corinthians  how
generously the Macedonian church
had given to the needy church in
Jerusalem, and that he wanted the
Corinthian church to give to their
brothers and sisters in Jerusalem
too.

In the centre of this letter, a
collection of letters, Paul writes about the generosity that flows from
thankfulness:

“Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to
provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having
enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. As it
is written,
‘He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor;
    his righteousness endures for ever...’*
You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will
produce thanksgiving to God… for the rendering of this ministry not only
supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings
to God… Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!”
2 Corinthians 9: 5-15                      *Psalm 112:9

As we grow both in our faith and in our life together, may we become a
people that are increasingly thankful for all that we have and all that we
are; for all that God has done in our lives, in our communities and in
creation; in response to this abundance, may we each become increasingly
generous people.

THANK YOU! By Hannah Dunnett
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Welcoming our new Rector, Rev Tom Benson

The wardens are delighted to share the news that we have heard
from the Diocese that we will be having

A Licensing Service for Rev Tom Benson

at St Mary’s Michelmersh

on Thursday 29th July

at 7.30pm (time tbc)

This service will mark the beginning of Tom’s ministry among us.

We chose St Mary’s as it is our largest church - it can seat over
80 people within the current Covid guidelines, and hopefully by
29th July these may have eased further.  There will be space for
a number of people from each of our parishes to come to
welcome Tom, and gather afterwards in a social setting to meet
him and his family.

It may not be possible to accommodate everyone who would like
to come to the licensing, but Tom’s first services in each of the
parishes will also be opportunities to meet and welcome him.

Plans are coming together. If you would like to attend, keep the
date free. It will probably be necessary to apply for tickets.  The
wardens are meeting on 7thJuly and details of the arrangements
will be finalised then and shared widely.

And please pray for Tom and his wife Maryanne as they move
into the Rectory, undertake some decorating and get to grips
with the garden, that they will feel settled into their new home
before Tom begins his new ministry.
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Changes to the way marriages are registered

You may be aware that on May 4th 2021, the way in
which marriages are registered  changed. Banns are
still called, but each church no longer holds two
marriage registers which need to be signed by the
bride and groom and their witnesses after the

marriage. Instead, a Marriage Document, a single page of A4 paper is
prepared, with all the necessary details about the couple, and they
sign this piece of paper, as do the witnesses, and the priest/minister
who conducts the service.

It is then the responsibility of the officiant to send the Marriage
Document to the Register Office to be registered. Once this has been
done, the couple will be able to obtain  their marriage certificate.

WHY IS THE MARRIAGE REGISTRATION PROCESS CHANGING?
The new registration process will enable all marriages to be recorded
and stored online which has many practical benefits. As the changes
were being considered, it was also an opportunity for the General
Register Office (GRO) to enable the details of mothers to be included
on the marriage certificate for the first time. It is an historic change
which we are all a part of.

HOW WILL THIS IMPACT ON THE PAPERWORK REQUIRED FOR
CHURCH WEDDINGS?
It will impact in these three main ways:-

1. The responsibility for registering the marriage now lies with the
local civil Registrar of the district where the marriage takes place

2. Church marriage registers as we have always known them will be
closed.

3. The marriage certificate will be issued to the couple by the
Register office, usually by post. The church will no longer give
couples a legal certificate of marriage

We have decided in our benefice that we will give couples an A5 card
‘Souvenir’ Certificate after their wedding as a momento.

Each church also now has a brand new ‘Register of Marriage Services’
with space for about 200 weddings to be recorded.  Those will be in
use for a very long time!
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On Saturday 5th June the Diocese of Winchester  launched its Net
Zero Strategy with the target of reaching net zero carbon emissions
by 2030.

The Diocesan strategy sets sustainability targets for churches, schools,
clergy housing and diocesan offices. These include the off-setting of
carbon, installing electric vehicle charging points and using low-carbon
heating systems. One of the key goals of the strategy is for 90% of all
parishes to have switched to a green energy supplier by December 2021.

The strategy outlines six key commitments of the Diocese, to:

  take the environmental impact and use of resources fully into
account in all areas of work,

  embrace more and more a spirit of Christian joy and fullness of
life,

  strive to adapt individual lives to be fully sustainable,
  seek to increase awareness and understanding of environmental

issues in local communities,
  accept a wider responsibility towards young people and minority

groups,
  recognise that efforts committed will have to be sustained for

successors and promote generational change

The full strategy document can be found on the Winchester Diocesan
website https://www.winchester.anglican.org

There is also more information about environmental projects taking place
in the Diocese this year on the Environment page of the website and you
can read more about becoming an Eco church.
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The Diocesan Environmental Group (DEG) is encouraging
parishes to ‘Care for God’s Creation’.

The DEG believe
that care for the
environment is
fundamental to
Christian faith and
action. As
stewards of God’s
gift of creation
each of us has a
responsibility to

ensure that this remains a sustainable world and to respond to the social
injustice visited on many of the world’s poorest people as a result of
climate change.
To this end as a Diocese we affirm the 5 th Mark of Mission agreed at the
1988 Lambeth Conference which asks all churches to ‘strive to
safeguard the integrity of creation and to sustain and renew the life
of earth’ as central to our work and mission.

How can my church become an Eco Church?
In 2019, the Winchester Diocese was awarded the A Rocha Eco Diocese
Bronze Award recognising our commitment to good environmental and
ethical stewardship. We are now working towards achieving the Silver
Award.

To help parishes take practical steps in embracing ‘Caring for God’s
Creation’ the DEG recommend participation with Eco Church.
.
Eco Church offers a free online survey, supported and endorsed by the
Church of England, with supporting resources designed to equip your
church to express your care for God’s world in your worship and teaching;
in how you look after your buildings and land; in how you engage with
your local community and in global campaigns, and in the personal
lifestyles of your congregation.

The actions you take will count towards a prestigious Eco Church Award
at Bronze, Silver or Gold level. Complete the Eco Survey to gauge where
your church currently is in relation to the three different levels; you may
find you already qualify for an Eco Church Award!
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The Meaning of Life –  ideas to ponder …

A man died...

When he realized it, he saw God coming closer with a suitcase in his
hand.

Dialogue between God and Dead Man:

God: *Alright son, it’s time to go*

Man: So soon? I had a lot of plans...

God: *I am sorry, but it’s time to go*

Man: What do you have in that suitcase?

God: *Your belongings*

Man: My belongings? You mean my things... Clothes... money...

God; *Those things were never yours, they belong to the Earth*

Man: Is it my memories?

God: *No. They belong to Time.*

Man: Is it my talents?

God: *No. They belong to Circumstance*

Man: Is it my friends and family?

God: *No son. They belong to the Path you travelled*

Man: Is it my wife and children?

God: *No. they belong to your Heart.*

Man: Then it must be my body
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God: *No, No... It belongs to Dust*

Man: Then surely it must be my Soul!

God: *You are sadly mistaken son. Your Soul belongs to me.*

Man with tears in his eyes and full of fear took the suitcase from the
God's hand and opened it...

Empty...

Heartbroken and with tears down his cheek he asks God...

Man: I never owned anything?

God: *That’s Right. You never owned anything*.

Man: Then? What was mine?

God: your *MOMENTS*.
Every moment you lived was *yours*.

Do Good in every moment.
Think Good in every moment.
Thank God for every moment.

Life is just a Moment.

Live it...
Love it...
Enjoy it...…

Thanks to Graham and Jane Bennett for sharing this reflection which
was sent to them by a friend
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Michelmersh Prize Draw
June 2021 Winners

1st Prize John hunt   £64.40
2nd Prize  Phil Hanson £32.20

3rd Prize  Bruce Chapman £18.40
New people have joined so the prize money has increased!

Contact Mr Peter Hill 01794 523364 or the Benefice Office if you  would like to join
in the monthly draw which raises funds for St Mary’s PCC.

Giving to your church through the Parish Giving Scheme

Did you know you can now contact the Parish Giving Scheme directly on
line? Go to www.parishgiving.org.uk and search in the “find your parish”

section. You can set up regular giving, including Gift Aid if wished,  or if you
already belong to the scheme, you will be able to set up access to your
account so you can check on your donations and alter them as need be.

And a reminder to us all, in whatever way we give - if we intend our giving
to remain static, not decrease, we actually need to increase it slightly each

year - by a few pence in the pound!

Celtic Prayer re-starts at St Andrew’s, Timsbury

Following our recent PCC meeting, I am very happy to advise you
that we recommenced our monthly Celtic Prayer sessions, with
the first service on Tuesday 22nd June at 11am in the church.

This is a short informal gathering where we follow either the Celtic Prayer
form of worship from the booklets kept at St Andrew's or the daily guide
from Hopeweavers’ morning prayer. Anyone is welcome to attend, the serv-
ice lasts for a maximum of 15 minutes and is led by Jane Thompson or a
volunteer from our congregation.
We will continue on a monthly basis with the 4th Tuesday of each month at
11am as our regular meeting time. The July date will be Tuesday 27th.
Do feel free to let others know if you think they might wish to join us.

Clarissa Smith

www.parishgiving.org.uk
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Growing links with churches in Uganda

The Romsey Deanery, of which we are a part, has a linked history of over
50 years with the Diocese of South Rwenzori in Uganda.  The link has been
one of prayer, friendship and sometimes financial support and has been
quite active in many of our benefices and parishes.

The Overseas Group is keen to see these links revitalised and I am happy to
report that the new Bishop in South Rwenzori Diocese, Bishop Nason
Baluku is also very keen for these friendships to continue and thrive.

What are the benefits of an overseas link?

I think it is an awareness of the global impact of Christianity, it is easy to
think that we in our small Benefice in the middle of a pandemic are the
only ones struggling with a non-believing society and buildings that need
constant attention.  We are not!  Our brothers and sisters in Uganda suffer
the same difficulties.  Children are just as tech savvy as ours and are
influenced by what they see on the internet around the world. Families
have lost incomes due to the pandemic – South Rwenzori is again in
lockdown as cases rise. Please pray for them.

As well as supporting families and young people, the Diocese also supports
and runs many schools and places of higher education, runs hospitals and
clinics and looks to support those in need, something the Church of
England was at one time famous for, and yet we seem to have lost in
recent decades.  Perhaps we need the inspiration of our Ugandan friends?

Why would we want to be Christians in isolation when there is so much to
share and so much to learn from each other? We hope to expand our links
with person-to-person links, to make friendships and prayer partners and
eventually, when Covid allows, to visit and learn more about our partners
in Christ in a vastly different, but somehow the same, community as ours.

Interested to know more?  Just drop me an email, and you can also follow
our friends on their Diocesan Facebook page; (3) South Rwenzori Diocese |
Facebook

Revd Victoria Ashdown

Chair, Romsey Deanery Overseas Partnership Group
Vicar of Ampfield, Chilworth and North Baddesley.
revdvictoria@gmail.com

mailto:revdvictoria@gmail.com
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The Farley Walk 2021 Some things don’t change -
the coach was at Braishfield
War Memorial on the last but
one Saturday of May to
transport the Farley Walkers
to the start of their trek.
Fewer in number but led
enthusiastically as ever by
Iain Chisholm, who had
succeeded in fulfilling all the
Covid requirements, they set
off expectantly. Some joined
for a day or two’s walking,
others did the full route.

The first night was
in Yeovil. Later in
the week the party
moved to
Shoreham, start of
the Monarch’s Way.
The Walk ended at
St John’s, Farley,
on Saturday 29th

May.

Rev Jane Thompson led a
short service of Evening
Prayer, then everyone
relaxed in the churchyard in
the evening sunshine for the
traditional ‘end of walk’
poem and presentations,
enjoying refreshments after
their long day’s walk from
Owslebury. Plans for next
year are in hand!
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● We give thanks that we can look forward to the arrival of a new
Rector, Rev Tom Benson

● We pray for Tom and his wife Maryanne and their family as they
prepare to move to their new home with us

● We give thanks for the effectiveness of the continuing vaccination
programmme in our country, and for the tireless dedication of
everyone working in the NHS to support our healthcare

● We pray for communities where there are still many cases of
corona virus, and pray we may all be sensible and careful as we
are able to mix more freely

● We pray for countries where cases are high and health services
are struggling to cope, and for the Covax programme

● We give thanks for creation and the beauty of God’s world, for his
generous gifts to mankind

● We pray for a growing understanding of how we can care for the
environment and a deeper commitment to make changes which
will make a difference to the lives of those across the world who
are most adversely affected by climate change

● We pray for peace in the Middle East

● And a prayer for our benefice:

God of love, who alone breathes life into your church,
 send your Holy Spirit to give clarity in our thinking,

vision to our planning,
wisdom to our decisions and unity in all we do.
Help our churches
to grow in depth
and in love,
so that as we serve you our communities would see
your love at work.
In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen
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Bible readings for Sunday 4th July - Sunday 1st August  2021

Sunday  4th July - 5th Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament  Ezekiel 2.1-5
Epistle  2 Corinthians 12.2-10

Gospel Mark 6.1-13
Psalm 123

Sunday 11th July  - 6th Sunday after Trinity (Sea Sunday)
Old Testament Amos 7.7-15

Epistle  Ephesians 1.3-14
Gospel   Mark 6.14-29

Psalm 85.8-end

Sunday 18th July - 7th  Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament  Jeremaiah 23.1-6

Epistle  Ephesians 2.11-end
Gospel Mark 6.30-34, 53-end

Psalm 23

Sunday 25th July -8th  Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament 2 Kings 4.42-end

Epistle  Epheisains 3.14-end
Gospel John 6.1-21
Psalm 145.10-19

Sunday 1st August- 9th Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament  Exodus 16.2-4, 9-15

 Epistle Ephesians 4.1-16
Gospel John 6.24-35

Psalm 78.23-29
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Services in the Benefice
SUNDAY 4th JULY -  5th SUNDAY after TRINITY

9.30am  Awbridge  HOLY COMMUNION  CW                 J.Thompson
9.30am  Braishfield   FAMILY SERVICE CW      K.Taylor
10.00am Michelmersh  MORNING WORSHIP  CW   J.Bentall
6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER  BCP     J.Thompson

SUNDAY 11th JULY  - 6th SUNDAY after TRINITY  Sea Sunday
8.00am   Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION  BCP      J.Thompson
9.30am   Awbridge  FAMILY WORSHIP with baptism CW
                J.Thompson
9.30am   Braishfield  MORNING PRAYER   CW          K.Taylor
11.00am Timsbury  FAMILY SERVICE   CW            J.Thompson
6.00pm   Michelmersh   HOLY COMMUNION   CW             K.Taylor

SUNDAY  18th JULY - 7th SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30am    Awbridge   HOLY COMMUNION CW                      K.Taylor
10.00am  Timsbury   HOLY COMMUNION  BCP                              A.Ashdown
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne  FAMILY SERVICE CW                    Lay led
6.00pm    Michelmersh     EVENING PRAYER  BCP           K.Taylor
6.00pm    Braishfield        EVENING PRAYER  BCP              Lay led

SUNDAY 25th JULY -  8th SUNDAY after TRINITY
8.00am  Michelmersh    HOLY COMMUNION  BCP                          J.Thompson
9.30am  Awbridge  FAMILY WORSHIP with thanksgiving CW
                                                                                                   J.Thompson
9.30am  Braishfield    HOLY COMMUNION   CW                     A.Ashdown
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne   MORNING PRAYER BCP         A.Ashdown
6.00pm Timsbury  EVENING PRAYER BCP          J.Thompson

SUNDAY 1st AUGUST  -  9th SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30am  Awbridge  HOLY COMMUNION  CW
9.30am  Braishfield   FAMILY SERVICE CW
11.30am Timsbury  MORNING WORSHIP * CW
6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER  BCP

* a later time for this particular Sunday only

Check for updated information on www.asbchurch.org

www.asbchurch.org

