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To reflect on …..

Anticpating Christmas - a message of hope

Christmas is coming, it really is, even though in a bizarre
way it feels a bit like it’s still March!

Christmas genuinely feels like a ray of hope in the gloominess! With the
very best optimism we can muster we’ve started to look forward, looking
for a glimmer of hope: much earlier than usual, even the most fervent
“Not til Christmas Eve” people are asking, “Is it too early to put up the
tree?”  We’re looking for light in the darkness, hope in a time of despair.
Christmas is becoming the focus for our hope. We’re pinning our hopes on
being together at Christmas, we’re hoping for a touch of normality, for
3D human company, for some respite from the gloom.

We know that the rules will be relaxed for some of the Christmas period –
what wonderful news.  The great news about the relaxation of the rules is
coupled with news that Covid vaccines are on the horizon and they’ll be
ready earlier than hoped. With the prospect of a momentary relief from
extended isolation and the hope brought from scientific breakthrough,
things are beginning to feel more positive.

So, thankfully, December 2020 comes with a lot more hope than has been
about for a while, hope for a much brighter future, a hope for a joyful
Christmas. Yet we know that the good news of December is so much
more. Even were these hopes of vaccines and family to be dashed, our
hope for Christmas isn’t a false hope, for one thing is certain – Christmas
isn’t cancelled! God’s Son was born as a human baby – Jesus’ birthday will
happen! The Good News of Emmanuel, God with us, is as true, perhaps
more poignantly so, for us this year as for the last two thousand years.

Hope isn’t a new concept: all the way through the Old Testament the
people of God looked for hope. There are two Hebrew words for ‘hope’:
waiting (Yakhal) and the tension while we wait with expectation
(Quayah). Hope appears all through the Old Testament - over 50 times in
the psalms alone! This hope that the Israelites had was hope in God, the
hope that God would come to them. This Biblical hope is in someone, it is
so much more than “hopeful optimism that things might work out for the
best”. Even when all seems hopeless, hope is a choice: we can choose it,
or not. As people of God we can, as the Israelites did, look back to trust,
to have hope, in God, because of his character. Then at Jesus’
resurrection the empty tomb opened up a new door of hope - the Greek
word Elpis – a living hope, that people can be reborn to be new kinds of
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people. This New Testament hope (Elpis), as for the Israelites of the Old
Testament, is in a person, the very One we wait for with anticipation
during Advent.

Hope is about healthy anticipation, and, evidently, it is really good for us!
So let’s enjoy the anticipation, enjoy the preparations and then enjoy the
celebrations when they come - appreciating Christmas, however it looks.

Even as we wait expectantly, we don’t have to wait, we can choose hope
now. We know that Jesus is already offering to be with us, to support us;
he is extending towards us this hope, the very hope we crave, a hope that
is profoundly deep and very real. So as we enter Advent, in its 2020
differentness, as we prepare for THE day, with all its heightened
expectations, maybe we can create some extra space, to prepare our-
selves not simply for the birthday celebrations of the 25th, but also to
prepare our hearts, minds and souls to receive Jesus afresh in our lives.
Maybe we can create moments, oases of quiet, to take all this in: the
magnitude of God coming to earth and the ultimate hope which that
brings.

So it’s not just great news that Christmas is coming, but it is THE MOST
AMAZING news: God came to earth as a person to bring new life and
hope!

Revd Jane Thompson, Associate Priest
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Since 1990, more than 178 million children in more than 150 countries
have received an Operation Christmas Child shoebox. The project delivers
not only the joy of what, for many children, is their first gift ever, but also
gives them a tangible expression of God’s love.

Tens of thousands of volunteers from local churches around the world
partner with the charity to present the Gospel of Jesus Christ at festive
outreach events where children are surprised with these shoebox gifts.

Amazing Shoe Box Bonanza at
Farley Chamberlayne!

So far nearly 60 sheoboxes have
been completed - usual tally
about 25.  Many families and
individuals have been involved
with helping, inspired by Chris
Chisholm. Even furry friends
have been ready to help out -
see Peta Goulden’s kitten Libby
doing her bit while Peta was
trying to cover a shoebox!

It is planned to keep producing
shoeboxes until lockdown ends.
If you  are reading this before
the end of lockdown and can
take empty shoeboxes or
suitable toys to Chris, please do
so.  Thank you! 368120 to check
beforehand.

Nationally, the Shoebox Collection Week has been changed
because of the lockdown.  Current information on the website says that

it will now be from 5th - 14th December.

Our closest drop off point is Choice Plants at Timsbury.  Shoeboxes
may be left Monday to Saturday 9 - 5, Sunday 10 - 4.

●You will find more information at:
https:www.samaritans-purse.org/uk/what-
we-do/operation-christmas-child/

https:www.samaritans-purse.org/uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https:www.samaritans-purse.org/uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
https:www.samaritans-purse.org/uk/what-we-do/operation-christmas-child/
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Donations can be dropped in to
Romsey Abbey between 11am
and 3pm each day, (providing
there is no service taking
place) or put in the bin at
Waitrose

We are very well stocked with general
food items so please from now until
December 9th only donate Christmas
goodies so we can make as many Treat
Hampers as we can this year.   Christmas
Cake, Savoury snacks, Chocolate tubs - all
the yummy extras! Thank you
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All Saints’ Church, Braishfield
Christmas Tree Festival

Many of you will be thinking that this Christmas is
going to be just a little bit different this year and
Carole and I were so disappointed that because of the
Covid 19 crisis, we had little choice other than to
cancel the children’s festival this year. The festival
gave the children, and their parents, the opportunity
to decorate a tree and place in All Saints’ church with
the result that the church received a real Christmassy
effect over the period and reminded us how special the birth of Jesus was on
Christmas Day.

Alan Lord has come up with a splendid idea that will retain this interest and
remind us that the festival is not forgotten, especially for the children, and help
to ensure that hopefully in a year’s time, the festival can return “ live “ in All
Saints’. Alan’s idea is to create on the church’s website, asbchurch.org, a
Christmas Tree and Decoration Festival that would run from the 14th December
through to January 3rd. Naturally, we would need the permission and consent
from parents to include their picture of a decorated tree and child’s name
etc..and the website would then have a series of entries from the
children, adults can also send a photo of a special tree or floral decoration that
can be seen by us all, as if the festival was alive in All Saints’ church...this way
it really is !!

All we will need is for you to take a photo of the chosen tree or decoration and
send it by email to fivealivechurches@gmail.com. If the file is too large, send
in medium format, or use Dropbox. Add details of name, age etc. otherwise it
will be posted as anonymous. You can send in the photos anytime from 1st

December, they will be then added to the page.

Carole and I hope that many will be encouraged to enter a contribution. Again,
with our grateful thanks to Alan and let us all have the happiest of Christmas’s
that we can, given the current circumstances that unfortunately prevail.

Stephen Treglown & Carole Renvoize.
asbchurch.org
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Keeping Christmas special for children and families in our benefice

With many of the usual events not possible due to
restrictions, much creative thinking has been going
on behind the scenes to  let children and families
know they are still kept in mind by their local
churches.

The Awbridge Ark Toddler Group are organising a
‘Drive Thru’ Christmas on Friday 3rd December in the
Village Hall carpark.  There will be a bag of treats
for each family including Christmas Tree decorations
for both adults and children, chocolates for the
adults and Christmas story books to share.

Instead of the usual Christmas Nativity boxes with figures of Mary,
Joseph, shepherds and wise men, sheep and a donkey and
bible based activities travelling around families in
Braishfield parish, Advent Calendars which re-tell the
biblical story of Christmas as the daily windows are
opened, are being given to families. There is a fair
trade chocolate to enjoy each day, too!

In Farley Chamberlayne Chris Chisholm has
been keeping in regular touch with eight families.
They will each receive a Christmas Bag and one of the
bible story based Advent Calendars.

Messy Church families will receive a Christmas goody
bag, as will toddlers who have recently been baptised, or
are waiting for baptism when numbers attending services are
less restricted.

Rev Jane Thompson will be leading assemblies in both Awbridge and
Braishfield primary schools via Zoom and the ‘Open the Book’ group who

have been visiting both schools to act out bible
stories in assemblies are taking to the small screen!
They will be contributing Christmas ‘Open the Book’
stories to the school assemblies via Zoom.  Even the
Donkey will make an appearance! It is also planned
that Jane will lead Christingle services for the
schools via Zoom as they won’t be able to visit the
churches.

So - different.  But definitely much still happening!
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How do we book for Christmas services?

Awbridge
A booking system will be available nearer the time, see Awbridge

village Facebook page and ACNY (A Church Near You website)
https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18493

Braishfield - Carol Services on 20th December at 5pm and 7pm  Please
phone or email Sarah Boothman seboothman@aol.com  on 01794 368143
after 6th December or speak to her in church on 6th December. There
will be about 30 places at each service .

Farley Chamberlayne   Details will be circulated on the Farley Friends
network

Timsbury   Please look out for details on the St Andrew’s Facebook page

In all instances, do check with churchwardens if you are uncertain -
contact phone numbers inside the front cover.

Michelmersh Prize Draw

NOVEMBER 2020 Winners

1st Prize Name withheld £53.20
2nd Prize  Name withheld £26.60

3rd Prize  Andrew Archibald £15.20

Contact Mr Peter Hill 01794 523364 or the Benefice Office if you would like to join
in the monthly draw which raises funds for St Mary’s PCC.

mailto:seboothman@aol.com
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All Saints’ Awbridge  - plans for the Christmas festival

We trust that we can still celebrate Christmas both as a church and
community and with our friends and families so we are planning services
to tell the Christmas story once more, government guidelines permitting.
One fabulous idea is for households in the village to make Nativity
characters during December and display them in their gardens, scarecrow
style, for all to enjoy and create a Nativity journey through Awbridge.

There will be no school visits to the church this year but we shall hold a
Family Christmas Service on Sunday 20 December at 10 00 am to include
the showing of One Man’s Nativity, by Neil Maddock, who performed the
play for us last year and has now made a video for us all to see.  There
will be music and readings, candles and decorations to bring comfort and
joy to us all.

We will also have the church open on Wednesday 23 December for a
“Come and See Christmas”, 2 30-5 30pm for anyone to visit and enjoy the
decorations, with candles, music, nativity scenes and social distancing!

Our special Christmas by Candlelight service takes place on Sunday 20
December at 7 00pm, do come along to enjoy music, readings and
singing, with our own socially distanced singers, as well as Holy
Communion on Christmas Eve at 11 15pm and All-age worship for
Christmas Day at 10 00 am, we hope to welcome you and your families.

All Saints’ Braishfield
On Christmas Eve we hope to welcome as many families as would like to
walk past the church, obviously keeping suitably distanced, and collect a
Christingle. More details will be publicised througn ‘All Saints Friends’ and
on the Village website nearer the time.  We are also hoping it may be
possible to have some outside carol singing somewhere, sometime - as
yet, the final guidelines aren’t clear. There will be two identical, shorter
than usual,  Carol Services on Sunday 20th to allow properly distanced
seating  If restrictions remain unchanged there can’t be congregational
singing, but the we will hear the traditional Christmas readings, share in
prayers, and the choir will sing carols. The candles and decorations will
be as usual:  but wrap up - we plan to keep the chill off but no more!
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News from Romsey Deanery’s Link Diocese in Uganda - South Rwenzori
We are finding life as a country hard. Uganda is also
having a very difficult time. In May there were
devastating floods.We have in the last few weeks
received these photographs from Muthengera Brian,
OVC (Orphans and Vulnerable Children) Project Officer,
showing the extent of the damage to a building with
which we have a link. We support some children at the
 Bulembia Primary School in Kilembe Parish – see left –
which was seriously affected. Even worse was the
damage to Royal Ranges Secondary School (below)
which was completely washed away. While none of the
OVCs at Royal Ranges
 are supported by us,
it gives an idea of
the great

devastation which is being faced. The images
of the destruction of Kilembe Mine Hospital

(left) are similarly shocking.

 But there is encouraging and
 forward looking news too.
 We have known for some time
 that Bishop Jackson is about
 to retire: plans are being
 made for the new Bishop

 elect, the Rev. Canon Nason  Baluku, to be consecrated on13th Dec 2020. Canon
Josephat Bwalhuma told us there was also to be an ordination on 1 Nov 2020 at
which 51 candidates were going to be made deacons and 13 priested. Many of the
deacons are going to lead chaplaincies at the church-founded schools.

       Focusing specifically on the OVCs – 
       Orphans and Vulnerable Children -
       Muthengera Brian tells us:
       The OVC project office appreciate our
       partners from Romsey Deanery United
       Kingdom who have supported the office
       by providing school fees to our orphans
       and vulnerable Children.
       God bless you so much.     (Cont overleaf)
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Achievements
• 189 children supported by the project received their school fees
    89 children from Kilembe Parish
    65 children from St. Paul Cathedral Parish

   35 children from Rwesande Parish
• 23 Passed Primary Leaving examinations
   and Joined Secondary school
• 23 Students passed their Uganda
   Certificate of Education
• 9 Students have completed their courses

Left are pupils from Katiri Primary School
who we in Romsey Deanery support through
Kilembe parish

Challenges
• Schools were closed due to COVID – 19 as schools were coming to a
closure of first term this year
• May floods of Nyamwamba River and other rivers in Kasese District which
destroyed a lot of properties, Kilembe Parish workshop was swept way with
the old carpentry Tools and other materials used by the workshop and
other schools where our OVC pupils and Students go to.
• Our OVC from Kilembe Parish were affected by the floods.
• The lock down and closure of school has affected children where some
children will not report if the school reopens due to teenage pregnancies
but our OVC students are not affected by that as we are getting in touch
with our parents and guardians.

Main issues are at present:
• Schools are still closed and our children at their parents and guardians
places.
• Some of the parents and guardians have lost their jobs due COVID-19 and
also some of our children stay with elderly people who cannot afford
meals. Therefore our children are starving not enough food for them.
• The Government introduced teaching on Radio stations and education
curriculum materials for pupils and students but some of the children
cannot afford the printing costs.

If you are interested in joining those who already support VCOs (Vulnerable
Children and Orphans) in South Rwenzori, our Benefice Representative on
the Romsey Deanery Overseas Partnership Group is Sarah Boothman
seboothman@aol.com

mailto:seboothman@aol.com
mailto:seboothman@aol.com
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As we aren’t currently
printing regular Sunday
Notice Sheets, we are
including some items for
prayer here:

● For our Nation
Loving God,                                                                   this
at this time of crisis
when so many are suffering,                                           we
we pray for our nation and our world.
 Give our leaders wisdom,
 our Health Service strength,
 our people hope.
Lead us through these parched and difficult days
to the fresh springs of joy and comfort
that we find in Jesus Christ our Lord.

● For our benefice
   Lord, we thank you for the way you are building your church in us.
   We pray for our benefice as we appoint a new Rector.
   We ask that your Holy Spirit will lead and guide us.
   We thank you that you will bring the right person to us.
  We pray that our five churches, filled with God’s love,

          will come fully alive, reaching out into our communities.
   We look forward with faith, hope and love.
   In Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen

● A Mealtime Grace
 Dear God
 We are grateful for all that you have given to us - this food, each
 other and our health.
 We pray for those who lack the things we enjoy.

Give us thankful hearts and opportunities
 to share your gifts with others.

We lift before you this country in these difficult days -
and pray you would protect us, encourage us and keep us.

 Amen
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Bible readings for the Sundays of December 2020 /January 2021
This information was previously included in the weekly Notice Sheet

Sunday 6th December -
2nd Sunday of Advent

Old Testament  Isaiah 40.1-11
Epistle  2 Peter 3.8-15a

Gospel  Mark 1.1-8
Psalm 85.1-2, 8-end

 Sunday 13th December -
3rd Sunday of Advent

Old Testament  Isaiah 61.1-4,8-end
Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5.16-24

Gospel John 1.6-8, 19-28
Psalm 126 or Magnificat

Sunday 20th December -
4th Sunday of Advent

Old Testament  2 Samuel 7.1-11,16
Epistle  Romans 16.25-end

Gospel Luke 1.26-38
Psalm 89.1-8  or Magnificat

Christmas Day
Old Testament  Isaiah 52.7-10

Epistle Hebrews 1.1-12
Gospel John 1.1-14

Psalm  98

Sunday 27th December -
1st  Sunday of Christmas

Old Testament  Isaiah 61.10 - 62.3
Epistle Galatians 4.4-7
Gospel Luke 2.15-21

Psalm  148

Sunday 3rd January 2021 -
Epiphany

Old Testament  Isaiah 40.1-11
Epistle  2 Peter 3.8-15a

Gospel  Mark 1.1-8
Psalm 85.1-2, 8-end

Sunday 10th January
Baptism of Christ - 1st Sunday of

Epiphany
Old Testament  Genesis 1.1-5

Epistle  Acts 19.1-7
Gospel Mark 1.4-11

Psalm  29

Sunday 17th January
2nd Sunday of Epiphany

Old Testament 1 Samuel 3.1-10 [11-20]
Epistle  Revelation 5.1-10
Gospel  John 1.43 - end

Psalm  139.1-9

Sunday 24th January
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Old Testament   Genesis14.17-20
Epistle  Revelation 19.6-10

Gospel  John 2.1-11
Psalm  128

Sunday 31st January
Candlemas - Presentation of

Christ in the Temple
Old Testament   Malachi 3.1-5

Epistle  Hebrews 2.14-end
Gospel  Luke 2.22 - 40

Psalm  24. [1-6] 7 - end
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Services in the Benefice for January 2021

Sunday 3rd January 2021 - Epiphany
9.30am Awbridge Holy Communion K.Taylor

9.30am Braishfield Family Service Lay led
  10.00am Timsbury  Morning Worship  J.Thompson

6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne Holy Communion  BCP  J.Thompson

Sunday 10th January  -   Baptism of Christ
9.30am    Awbridge Morning Worship  J.Bridger

9.30am    Braishfield Morning Prayer   J.Thompson
11.00am   Timsbury Family Service   J.Thompson

6.00pm  Michelmersh Holy Communion   J.Thompson

Sunday 17th January –  2nd Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am    Awbridge Holy Communion      J.Thompson

10.00am  Timsbury Holy Communion   K.Taylor
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne  Family Service      J.Thompson

6.00pm Braishfield    Evening Prayer   BCP   J.Thompson

Sunday 24th January – 3rd  Sunday of Epiphany
9.30am   Awbridge Family Worship   Family Team
9.30am   Braishfield Holy Communion A.Ashdown

11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne  Morning Prayer   BCP tba
 6.00pm   Timsbury         Evening Prayer  BCP  Lay led

Sunday 31st January  –  Candlemas
Presentation of Christ in the Temple

10.00am Braishfield  United Benefice Holy Communion  J.Thompson
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Services in the Benefice for December 2020

Sunday 6th December - 2nd Sunday of Advent
9.30am Awbridge Holy Communion K.Taylor
9.30am Braishfield Family Service  A.Manners

  10.00am Timsbury  Morning Worship  J.Thompson
6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne Evening Prayer  BCP  J.Thompson

Sunday 13th December - 3rd Sunday of Advent
9.30am  Awbridge Morning Worship  J.Bridger

9.30am  Braishfield  Holy Communion  J.Thompson
11.15am  Timsbury  Family Service  J.Thompson

6.00pm  Michelmersh  Evening Prayer J.Thompson

Sunday 20th December - 4th Sunday of Advent
10.00am Awbridge   Family Christmas Service * J.Thompson
3.30pm Farley Chamberlayne   Carol Service *    J.Thompson
4.00pm Michelmersh   Carols with Christingles    A.Ashdown

5.00pm & 7.00pm   Braishfield   Candlelit Carol Service * J.Thompson
7.00pm Awbridge  Christmas by Candlelight *

 Wednesday 24th December - Christmas Eve
4.00 - 4.45pm   Braishfield  Collect a Christingle!
6.00pm   Timsbury    Open Air Carol Service * (weather permitting)
9.30pm   Michelmersh   Holy Communion   BCP  A.Ashdown
11.15pm  Awbridge Holy Communion    J.Thompson

Thursday 25th December - Christmas Day
9.00am     Timsbury Holy Communion       BCP J.Thompson
10.00am   Braishfield Christmas Family Service A.Manners
10.00am   Awbridge Christmas Worship  J.Thompson
11.15am   Farley Chamberlayne  Holy Communion *  BCP   K.Taylor

Sunday 27th December  - 1st Sunday after Christmas
10.30am Michelmersh  United Benefice Holy Communion for all

                                                  the family     K.Taylor
Please note:  * there will be a booking system (see p. 9 for details)


