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From the Rector: Revd Tom Benson

Dear Friends,

The nights are drawing in with a vengeance now and the appeal of a
hot drink in a warm sitting room becomes stronger. Recent winters
have given us challenges of weather and last year the challenges of
Covid were to the fore, but if it is I am sure that the goodwill that is so
strong in all our villages will see us through any difficulties until the
thaw comes. Even so, it is a good idea just to make sure that no one
is missed out, particularly with all the impending busyness of the
festive season coming up.

Notice how I avoided saying ‘Christmas’  …..ooops! Of course at the
moment we are thinking more about the season of Harvest, another
time of thanksgiving, when we come together to thank God for the
gifts that he has given us. However, it seems to me that giving thanks
is something that does not need to be confined to special times. There
is a lot to be said for being spontaneous with our gratitude, both to
God and each other. We don’t always have to wait for anniversaries
or birthdays to say thank you to the people that mean so much to us,
any time will do. One of the things that has really struck me in my time
amongst you all is that way in which people care for each other, very
often anonymously and without a fuss. Things just seem to ‘get done’.
And that in a way is a harvest in itself. Because we all tend to reap
what we sow when we look after each other - an act of kindness is
never wasted even if it’s not always seen.

In other news, we are starting our ‘Pilgrim’ Courses  (check them out
at www.pilgrimcourse.org ) across the benefice. We will be exploring
the Lord’s Prayer over six sessions that meet fortnightly and these are
open to everyone whether you have been to church every Sunday for
years or are just curious.  There are courses being held at Awbridge,
Braishfield and Timsbury beginning on the 6th of October. Please
contact me if you want to sign up to a course or want to know more.

God Bless, Tom
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Parish Away Day      Saturday 9th October
11- 4 Braishfield Church Room

‘Welcome’
I think that it would be fair to say that we have never been to a
church that describes itself as unwelcoming, every church profile
mentions a welcoming approach but what does it mean to be a
welcoming church?

Having welcome at the centre of our church life is what we are
called to be, it is part of our discipleship and goes way beyond a
catchy slogan pinned up by the front door. My experience is that
the churches here are welcoming and it has been a pleasure to join
you. However, the truth is that everyone needs a review from time
to time, to learn from each other and to ask questions. For
instance, how accessible are we for people with mobility issues? Or
for whom English is not their first language? Or who have no church
background whatsoever? Or who are very different to us? How
would Jesus have us respond?

That is why everyone is invited and encouraged to come to our
away day where we will look at our own welcome and try to see
ourselves as others see us. We will be touching on the scriptural
direction to welcome, we will review where we are, look at what
makes us uncomfortable and what we can do to manage that. By
the end of the day we are aiming to be better equipped to
celebrate what we do well, identify what we could improve on and
bring about change in response to what we find.

I hope that as many of you as possible can come along to what we
plan to be a dynamic, challenging and enjoyable day.

Please contact me on 01794 368335 or tbenson09@aol.com for
more details or to book in.

PS. There will be cake.
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News from Awbridge          ARK Friday
9.30-11 Awbridge Village Hall
After eighteen months ARK, our baby and
toddler group, has restarted! With so many
who had been regulars now off to school we
were unsure how many would turn up that
first week… we shouldn’t have been
nervous – good news spreads fast and ARK
clearly has a great reputation on the
grapevine! We were bowled over with 28
parent/

granny/child-minders, 27 babies/toddlers
and 6 helpers from our churches. What a way
to start!
There is an amazing range of toys – all
sterilised – coffee/tea for the adults, story
time, snacks for the littlies, a great friendly
atmosphere with the opportunity to meet

frien
ds
and make new ones. Everyone is
really welcome.  Please do spread the
word!

Awbridge Coffee Hub
Tuesdays 9.15-11.30
Church Room
All Saints Awbridge
Tuesday mornings have a new look in
Awbridge. The church unlocked early,
delicious         coffee brewed and

coffee brewed with posh biscuits and delicious cake    on the menu, it
On the menu, it is the only place to be in Awbridge!     Awbridge Coffee
Awbridge Coffee Hub is for anyone and everyone and  we have been
We have been delighted to welcome so many already: parents
Parents after the school run, dog walkers on their way past, village folk,
Past, Village folk, church folk, younger, older and all
those in-between. The first week there were
twenty or so of us, the second week lots more new
faces – great conversations both with new
acquaintances and longer standing friends. Please
do join us – we’d love to see you!
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Friday 29 October 2021 (half-term)
All Welcome 4-6pm

            Braishfield Church Room, Church Lane,
  Braishfield SO51 0QH

MESSY ACTIVITIES      CELEBRATION         BBQ

Messy Church is organised by the members of the local village
churches for all families to attend.

Children to be accompanied by parent/carer.

For info contact:  Mary Savage 01794  367908
marysavage126@gmail.com

  or  Sue Manners 01794 368230
suemanners@live.co.uk

Next Messy Church: Decorating for the ChristmasTree Festival
in Braishfield,

details to follow
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     Celtic Prayer at St Andrew’s, Timsbury

This is a short informal gathering on the 4th Tuesday of each
month where we follow either the Celtic Prayer form of worship

from the booklets kept at St Andrew's or the daily guide from
Hopeweavers’ morning prayer.  Anyone is welcome to attend, the service
lasts for a maximum of 15 minutes and is led by Jane Thompson or a
volunteer from our congregation. Forthcoming dates: 28th September, 26th

October at 11.00am.

Operation Christmas Child: Good News
Great Joy

It is again time to be thinking about making up
our shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child,
it is 25 years since Awbridge first started

making these shoeboxes! As we couldn’t hold an event last year
we will have an open morning at All Saints, Awbridge on
Saturday 6 November where people can drop off items for
shoeboxes at the church and then we can pack up boxes if we
have enough suitable goodies. Otherwise we do encourage
people to pack their own individual complete boxes and take
them to Choice Plants, Timsbury which is a drop off point
between 15 and 22 November.

Please note we can no longer send sweets or toothpaste so
please do not purchase these. Leaflets are available from church
and at Choice Plants, Timsbury.

Instructions on packing boxes and labels can be downloaded
see link: https://www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/what-we-
do/operation-christmas-child/operation-christmas-child-
resources/  email: marysavage126@gmail.com.
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Open Studios at St John’s Farley Chamberlayne

Well over 400 people visited the church during the Open Studios event
which ran for 6 days over the August Bank Holiday weekend. Four artists
displayed their work.   It was wonderful to see the array of art work on
display. Many thanks to Sue McLachlan for leading the initiative and to her
three fellow artists contributing to the exhibition.  There are already plans to
run again next year. Members of the church provided refreshments, and ran
a tombola and produce stall.
Many of those who came to the exhibition had not been inside the church
before, so it was a good opportunity to welcome them and enable them to
realise that it is an active place of worship. More than £1,500 was raised for
the Church from the event this year - with more than £800 in income from
the refreshments tent alone.  Much thanks are due to Wendy Graham who
led on this and to numerous volunteers who assisted throughout serving
teas, coffee and cakes.  Other income arose from a tombola, sales of
flowers and produce, plus donations from the artists.  In addition, there
were donations from visitors. Altogether an enjoyable and worthwhile few
days.
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Autumn at St Andrew’s Timsbury

We are delighted to be hosting 2 new activity groups which
commenced with the academic term.
A Play Reading Group, led by Olivia Murphy, which runs on
Tuesday afternoons; and Little Seedlings Pre-School Music Group
which runs on Thursday afternoons and is led by Jane Brown.
We see these ventures as an opportunity for new friendships and
feel this is so important for village life, especially after the isolation
of the recent lockdowns.
Anyone interested can find out more by contacting Clarissa Smith
on 01794 367134 or email clarissasmith671@gmail.com

Our popular St Andrew’s Day Fish Supper will take place this year
on Saturday 27th November, more details will be available next
month.

Monthly Coffee mornings are back on the agenda too with the next
one taking place on Tuesday 12th October at 10.30am in the
church. Everyone is welcome.

Michelmersh Prize Draw
September 2021 Winners

1st Prize Name withheld  £67.20
2nd Prize Peta Hunt £33.60

3rd Prize  Sheila Neil  £19.20
New people have joined so the prize money has increased!

Contact Mr Peter Hill 01794 523364 or the Benefice Office if you  would like to join
in the monthly draw which raises funds for St Mary’s PCC.
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 NEWS FLASH

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

All Saints Church Council have agreed that we can recommence the
Childrens Christmas Tree Festival.

The festival will run from Sunday 19th December
through to Saturday 1st January.

The trees to be decorated and placed on Saturday 18th December
between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm.

It is a wonderful opportunity for children to design a tree
and help to give the Church a real Christmassy feel.

We can accommodate up to 12 entries
and any donations given during the festival will be given

to help the funds of our own Messy Church.

Carole Renvoize and Stephen Treglown



11

Ride & Stride 2021

Chris and I decided to visit all the churches in the
Whitchurch area – we are still working our way
through all the areas of Hampshire and discovering
our fantastic heritage.  There are some wonderful
treasures to be seen.  We visited 21 churches there

+ 2 in Winchester en route to collecting a banner from the Cathedral!
Overton had some absolutely scrummy food as well as Steventon!
Perhaps we should put together a best food guide!  Being guided round
the church too was a bonus.   Jane Austen, the author, was born in
Steventon where her father was rector in 1775, and lived there for 25
years writing the drafts of two of her most famous novels while there.

In Laverstoke we seemed to be following in the hooves of some horses
who were participating too!   Laverstoke church has an amazing triptych
above the altar and the church is still used by the Portal family.  Their
paper mill at Laverstoke produced watermarked banknotes for the Bank
of England, and is now the home of the Bombay Sapphire Distillery.

We could not have done our route without our heritage car – a 1970 MGB
Roadster (it was also Heritage Open Day).  Perhaps we will have some
electric bikes for next year!  The weather was great throughout and
little traffic in the area we covered.

The end result for us, apart from having a super day out and meeting
lots of lovely people, was that thanks to the generosity of our Villagers
the sponsorship raised from our two Braishfield village churches – All
Saints and United Reformed – raised over £400.   Very many thanks to
everyone for their generous support.   We want to keep our wonderful
church building heritage for future generations to enjoy.

By generating funds annually through Ride & Stride, Hampshire & the
Islands Historic Churches Trust (www.hihct.org.uk) is able to give out
grants to churches in need of fabric restoration, re-ordering etc..   Last
year the Trust raised over £80,000 on Ride & Stride Day – their best ever
result - £10,000 more than before and despite Covid restrictions!

Meryl & Chris Balchin
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A Message about Winchester Diocese

circulated on September 20th

You may have heard that Bishop Tim Dakin has announced his retirement
and the responsibility for running our diocese has been delegated

to Bishop Debbie
Dear Friends,

Together, we want to update you on recent discussions at Bishop’s Council
and    Diocesan Synod, as we continue to reflect upon events of the last
few months. While this remains a period of uncertainty, we want to
address openly any questions and outline the steps we are taking in
response. We are all eager to look to the future, with hope and certainty.

We are aware that many of you do not know why Bishop Tim decided to
step back and to retire. In May, DBF [Diocesan Board of Finance] trustees
learned of the possibility of a vote of no confidence in Bishop Tim’s
leadership, and spoke to him about this. The planned motion addressed
four specific areas: his visibility in the Diocese; his leadership style and
culture; the Channel Islands; and governance. Bishop Tim announced he
would step back from his role, allowing for facilitated conversations to
take place, addressing these concerns in depth. Ultimately, the
conversations did not run their course; Bishop Tim felt he could no longer
be a focus for unity within the Diocese and    announced his retirement
shortly afterwards.

Bishop’s Council and Synod are now continuing to scrutinise the areas of
concern. At the recent informal gathering of Synod, we spoke about what
had happened. Questions were raised and we answered these as best we
could. There was a time in breakout groups to think about how Synod
wanted to work going forward and what the priorities for the next
triennium [three year session of the diocesan synod] should be. These will be
circulated ahead of the next formal meeting of Synod, to inform our
discussions. Bishop’s Council has also been meeting more regularly over
the summer and will continue to do so during the autumn to provide
stability and direction.

Many of us are still feeling the pain of what has happened. Our
commitment to you is to work together to rebuild a renewed culture of
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trust and honesty. Bishop Debbie’s leadership of the Diocese at this time is
being well-supported by Bishop David, Bishop of Basingstoke, and Bishop
Richard Frith, formerly Bishop of Hereford.

There will be challenges ahead. Our whole nation is looking at the winter
months with increasing trepidation and concern about the potential
impact of the pandemic for the vulnerable and for the NHS. We take
comfort from our faith in a faithful God, who promises to be with us and who
encourages us to love one another. We are encouraged by your faith, and by
your faithful witness and service in our parishes and communities.

Thank you for our partnership and for all you do for our Diocese. Please
continue to pray for healing, for unity, and for the flourishing of the Church in
Winchester Diocese.

With prayers,

The Rt Revd Debbie Sellin, Bishop of Southampton;

Alison Coulter, Chair of the House of Laity, Diocesan Synod;

Revd Andrew Micklefield, Chair of the House of Clergy, Diocesan Synod

All Saints’ Church, Braishfield

All Saints is remembering………………

… villagers and others associated with Braishfield
who died during 2020 and 2021 and whose funeral
services we may not have been able to attend.

We invite everyone to come to a short service in All
Saints on Sunday 31st October at 3pm when we will
remember them.  This will be followed by afternoon
tea in the Church Room when we can meet  together

                  and share memories.

Everyone is very welcome.

For more information, please contact Jane Bennett on 01794 368109
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Harvest Prayers
Loving God,
Thank you for the many ways in which you provide for us:
Food, family, friendship,
Housing, health, happiness,
And ways to use our time and talents.
We lift to you too the ways in which we remain in need of these things.
God of generosity,
May your kingdom come.

We pray for people in our community and beyond
Who are facing unemployment, ill-health, isolation or money worries at
this time,
And especially for those who are unable to afford enough to eat.
We pray for supportive relationships, practical provision and real hope.
God of compassion,
May your kingdom come.

Thank you that you call us to play our part,
Working with you and with others to bring about change.
We pray for political decision-makers and leaders:
Give them courage and insight to develop policies and systems that
support the flourishing of all,
So that even in challenging times, no-one goes hungry and everyone has
dignity.
God of justice,
May your kingdom come.

Thank you for those who are serving and caring for others,
In churches, in charities, and public services,
In our neighbourhoods, in our homes, and in many other contexts.
Would you give them strength, rest and perseverance.
As they work to support others, we ask that they too would receive all
they need to thrive.
God of love,
May your kingdom come.
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Bible readings for Sunday 3rd October - Sunday 7th November

Sunday 3rd October - 18th  Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament Genesis 2.18-24

Epistle  Hebrew 1.1-4, 2.5-12
Gospel Mark 10.2-16

Psalm 8

Sunday 10th October - 19th Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament Amos 5.6-7, 10-15

Epistle  Hebrews 4.12-end
Gospel Mark 10.17-31

Psalm 90.12-end

Sunday 17th October - 20th Sunday after Trinity
Old Testament  Isaiah 53.4-end

Epistle  Hebrews 5.1-10
Gospel   Mark 10.35-45

Psalm 91.9-end

Sunday 24th  October - Bible Sunday
Old Testament   Isaiah 55.1-11

Epistle  2 Timothy 3.14-4.5
Gospel  John 5.36b-end

Psalm 19.7-end

Sunday 31st October All Saints Sunday
Epistle   Revelations 21.1-6a

Gospel   John 11.32-44
Psalm  19.7-end

Sunday 7th November - 3rd Sunday before Advent
Old Testament  Jonah 3.1-5, 10

Epistle    Hebrews 9.24-end
Gospel   Mark 1.14-20

Psalm  62.5-end
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Services in the Benefice
SUNDAY 3rd  OCTOBER  -  18th SUNDAY after TRINITY

9.30am  Awbridge  HOLY COMMUNION  CW                       J.Thompson
9.30am  Braishfield   HARVEST THANKSGIVING                         T.Benson
10.00am Timsbury  MORNING WORSHIP  CW     Lay led
6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER  BCP           T.Benson

SUNDAY 10th  OCTOBER - 19th SUNDAY after TRINITY
8.00am   Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION  BCP                T.Benson
9.30am   Awbridge  MORNING WORSHIP  CW                        T.Benson
9.30am   Braishfield  MORNING PRAYER   CW                    J.Thompson
11.00am Timsbury  FAMILY SERVICE   CW                      T.Benson
6.00pm   Michelmersh   HOLY COMMUNION   CW                     T.Benson

SUNDAY  17th  OCTOBER - 20th SUNDAY after TRINITY
9.30am    Awbridge       HOLY COMMUNION CW                    T.Benson
10.00am  Timsbury       HOLY COMMUNION  BCP                        J.Reynolds
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne HARVEST THANKSGIVING    T.Benson
6.00pm    Michelmersh   HARVEST THANKSGIVING   BCP        T.Benson
6.00pm    Braishfield     EVENING PRAYER  BCP                   J.Bentall

SUNDAY 24th  OCTOBER   -  BIBLE SUNDAY
8.00am  Michelmersh    HOLY COMMUNION  BCP                          T.Benson
9.30am  Awbridge  FAMILY WORSHIP  CW            Family Team
9.30am  Braishfield    HOLY COMMUNION   CW                     T.Benson
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne   MORNING PRAYER BCP         T.Benson
6.00pm  Timsbury  EVENING PRAYER  BCP                    T.Benson

FRIDAY 29th OCTOBER
4.00pm  Braishfield        MESSY CHURCH - ‘LIGHT’   (see p 6)

SUNDAY 31st OCTOBER  - ALL SAINTS SUNDAY
10.00am  Awbridge        UNITED BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION CW T.Benson
3.00pm    Braishfield      SERVICE OF REMEMBERING followed by tea in the
                                                                          Church Room      T.Benson

SUNDAY 7th  NOVEMBER  -  3rd SUNDAY before ADVENT
9.30am  Awbridge  HOLY COMMUNION  CW          T.Benson
9.30am  Braishfield   FAMILY SERVICE CW                 A.Manners
10.00am Michelmersh  MORNING  PRAYER and BAPTISM CW
                         J.Thompson
6.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER  BCP           T.Benson


