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From the Rector: Revd Tom Benson

Dear friends,

In the next few weeks I know many of you, like me, will enjoy attending
Nativity plays, carol services and tableaux put on in our schools, and
churches. We value the traditional hymns and description of Jesus birth,
which follows the same Biblical story.

Yet for many of us, children and adults, it is easy to forget that the
Nativity story is really quite irrelevant to our lives today, unless we have a
grasp of who that small baby in the manger was and what he came to do.
After all, the only reason we mark a historic figure's birthday is because of
the life they led afterwards. So how about remembering during this season
a few more facts about him:

Jesus was born in Bethlehem over 2000 years ago.

During his first thirty years he shared the daily life and work of an
ordinary home.

For the next three years he went about healing sick and troubled
people and teaching small groups in villages, in the fields and by the
lakeside.

He gathered 12 ordinary men to be his helpers.

He had no money.

He had no university degree.

He commanded no army.

He wielded no political power.

During his ministry he never travelled more than 200 miles in any
direction.

He was executed by crucifixion at the age of 33.

Jesus taught by what he said, by what he was and by what he did. He
taught us to trust God, as a loving father, to pray in faith and to be
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sensitive to the needs of others, and to follow him in lives of generosity,
faith, simplicity and love. He taught that we are each infinitely precious
to God so we should look out for one another with understanding,
respect and forgiveness.

Amazingly, even after all those years, there are over 1000 million people
who follow him, who call him Lord. They believe that after his cruel
death on the cross, God raised him from the dead to demonstrate to all
people, for all time, that goodness will triumph over evil; justice over
injustice, love over hate.

Now I reckon that really is worth celebrating so do have a very Happy
Christmas.

God Bless, Tom

New for this Christmas – Crib Services

An inter-active re-telling of the  Christmas
story as the figures are placed in the Crib.
Carols will be sung. A lovely way to focus on
the story at the heart of the festival and
prepare for Christmas.

For all ages.

Wed 22nd December   2pm   Michelmersh
             4pm   Awbridge
Thursday 23rd December   4pm   Farley Chamberlayne

Do come!

Please note:  There will be no January edition of ‘Five Alive’.  The
next edition will be published on Sunday 23rd January 2022.
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                                    Messy Church is back!

On Friday 29th October we met for our
first post-lockdown Messy Church, in
Braishfield Church Room - it was
brilliant! The afternoon was planned
around the theme of ‘Light’. There
were 17 youngsters and 13 adults plus
10 leaders to enjoy the activities which
included simple electronics, "star"
wands, special "thank you" boxes,
autumn lanterns (jars decorated with
autumn leaves), cards and a lighthouse!

Our Rector, Tom, told a a story about candles
and how they come in all shapes and sizes, new
and old, and how they have to share their light
or they are pretty useless… and us too! The
weather was kind and we finished with a BBQ
outside!

Leaders prepare for the activities

Plenty of help always at hand!

Alan Manners enabled a group to
make this lighthouse, complete with
flashing beacon!

Tom Benson made
this challenging
activity - if your
hand wobbles the
light shines out!

Father and son engrossed in an activity
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Michelmersh Prize Draw
November 2021 Winners

1st Prize Name withheld  £67.20
2nd Prize Andrew Archibald £33.60

3rd Prize  John Hunt  £19.20

Contact Mr Peter Hill 01794 523364 or the Benefice Office if you  would like to join
in the monthly draw which raises funds for St Mary’s PCC.

An oak tree is planted in Awbridge Church yard

Rev Tom Benson is praying for the
community following the planting of
an oak tree by Councillor Mark Cooper,
Mayor of Test Valley.

Councillor Cooper is giving a tree to
each parish in Test Valley to
remember those who have lost their
lives to the Covid 19 pandemic.

The plaque beside the tree reads:

“This tree has been donated by Test
Valley Borough council and planted to
remember all those who lost their
lives to the Covid 19 pandemic and to
gratefully recognise all the many
volunteers who gave their time to help
and support others.

October 2021”
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BRAISHFIELD CHILDREN’S
CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL

The festival will run from Sunday 19th December
through to Saturday 1st January.

The trees to be decorated and placed
on Saturday 18th December

between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm.

It is a wonderful opportunity for children to design a tree
and help to give the Church a real Christmassy feel.

We can accommodate up to 12 entries
and any donations given during the festival will be given

to help the funds of our own Messy Church.

Carole Renvoize and Stephen Treglown

All Saints’ Church, Braishfield - a date for your diary!

Come and sing Christmas Carols
on Braishfield Recreation Ground

with Chandlers Ford BB Brass Band

Friday 17th December 2021 from 6.30 – 7.15pm
Donations in aid of Action for Children

Action For Children | Children's charity | For safe and happy childhoods

The Fish and Chip van will be there from around 5pm and The Pantry will
be open from 5.30pm for shopping as well as tea, coffee and cakes!



8

Members of the village churches will be
Carol Singing around Michelmersh & Timsbury

Sunday 19th December from 4pm
If you would like us to call at your home please contact Clarissa

by email:
clarissasmith671@gmail.com

We will be delighted to come & sing some traditional carols
          to help you enjoy the festive season.

Braishfield -  Come to tea!

In place of the Village Lunch we are having an Afternoon Tea – an event for
the whole community.
Tuesday 7th December  2pm - 4pm in
the Church Room.
Drop in for a while or stay all afternoon
Tea/Coffee and plenty of cake for £3
Meet old frends and make new ones
– enjoy the chance to chat!

 All ages welcome  -   hope to see you there!

Awbridge News and Events
The church, full of Christmas decorations, will be open during the coffee
hub on Tuesday 21 Dec 9 15- 11 30 am and in the afternoon of Wednesday 22
December 2-4pm for people to come and enjoy the Christmas atmosphere.
We have a new special Christmas service for families which will be a Crib
Service in Awbridge Church on Wednesday 22 December at 4pm, a short
informal gathering followed by refreshments. Our special Carols by
Candlelight service takes place on Sunday 19 December at 6 00 pm, do come
along to enjoy carols and mulled wine. There will also be Midnight
Communion on Christmas Eve at 11 15pm and All-age worship for Christmas
Day at 10 00 am, we hope to welcome you and your families over this season
of celebrations.
Saturday 1 January New Year's Day Walk Meet at 11 00 am Butt's Green,
Lockerley     Contact: James Alexander 340386 for info.
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On Friday 5th November St Andrew’s
held their first Bonfire and firework
evening.  There were hot dogs, soup
and hot drinks for sale. The bonfire, of
all the recent choppings from clearing
the graveyard and hedges, was on the
newly cleared space right at the
bottom of the graveyard, with a path
marked out with fluorescent tape, to
ensure our safety and that no one trod
on the graves. As the bonfire died down
a bit we retreated back to the
unconsecrated ground the far side of
the church path and watched a
stunning firework display. It was a

News from Timsbury

BRILLIANT evening - with
over 150 of us there to enjoy
it!

We raised almost £800
towards our Facilities Fund
(Loo Project) and had lots of
positive feedback from the
many village families who
joined us.

Our 2 new activity groups are going well with new people gradually
joining us. There are still spaces available if anyone would like to attend a
trial session at either Little Seedlings or Play Reading. Contact Clarissa
for more details: clarissasmith671@gmail.com

We plan to have 2 evenings of Carol Singing around the village. If you
would like us to come and sing at your door, please contact Clarissa (as
above) to book.

Timsbury Festive Coffee & Cake morning will be on Wednesday 8th
December 10.00 - midday at St Andrew's. All welcome.

Celtic Morning Prayer - the next one will be on Tuesday 25th January at
11.00am.
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A name on the Michelmersh  War Memorial

In preparation for this year’s Service of Remembrance which was to be on
November 14th together with the Michelmersh Silver Band, I decided to see
if I could find out more about Captain Norris DSO & bar, DFC & bar who is
listed on our Church memorial plaque. I was amazed by what I was able to
find out so presented my findings to the congregation as part of the
service. It occurred to me that others might be interested so decided to
submit this article for the December Five Alive.

There are 5 elements in the story. Captain Norris, a ship named HMS
Firedrake, a German U boat, an Italian submarine and Yugoslavia.
Stephen Hugh Norris was born in 1903 and joined the Navy in 1919. His
parents Hugh & Mabel lived in Michelmersh and he was married to Nancy.
He was promoted to Lieutenant in 1926, Lieutenant Commander in 1934,
Commander in 1942, Acting Captain in 1943 and finally Captain In1944. A
stunning career!

He took charge as Captain of HMS Firedrake in 1938. She was an F Class
Destroyer built by Parsons in Wallsend for £244,000 (16Million in today’s
money). She was well armed with torpedoes, large guns, machine guns and
depth charges. In September 1939 soon after war was declared she was on
patrol in the North Sea with 2 other destroyers. News came in that 2
torpedoes had been fired at HMS Ark Royal but had failed to find their
target. So the destroyers knew where the U boat was and launched over 50
depth charges and this bought the U39 to the surface as the boat was
sinking. Captain Norris and the 3 destroyers picked up all the survivors and
for his contribution to the battle Stephen was awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross.

 In the meantime the German Navy was trying to find out what happened
to U39. They finally found out when listening to the BBC which reported
the fact that 44 captured German Submariners had arrived in London and
were put in the Tower of London. After that they were shipped to Canada
to a POW camp. In a way they were lucky, as the German Navy lost 800 U
boats and 28000 crew men during the 2nd WW.

After this Firedrake was involved in the 2nd Battle of Narvik, and convoy
duties to America, Canada, Iceland, Norway, Gibraltar, and Malta. It was
while on duty in the Mediterranean that Stephen was involved in a fight
with an Italian Submarine called “Durbo”. Initially a tell tale patch of oil
indicted to an RAF Saro London flying boat that there was a submarine
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there. Another London plane arrived and dropped some bombs which
caused more problems. Firedrake then hit the submarine with depth
charges which bought it to the surface about to sink. Captain Norris made
sure all the crew were rescued again before it sunk, for which he was
awarded the Distinguished Service Order medal.  At other times they were
bombed by Italian planes but he was always successful in dealing with all
sorts of emergencies and he was well liked by his Officers and crew.
However at this time he was advised to move on and handed over the
captaincy to others. Sadly HMS Firedrake was lost in December 1942, under
the command of Commander E.H. Tilden who died with 168 of the crew.

What happened after this is a mystery. Stephen was mentioned in
despatches for bravery in the allied landings in North Africa in 1942. He
was awarded a bar to his DSC for gallantry in the operation to capture
Sicily and a bar to his DSO for gallantry during the invasion of South France.
I’m not sure why he was involved in all this and why he was in Yugoslavia
on 13th November 1944 when he was killed by a land mine. I can only
conclude he was attached to Special Forces.  He was buried in Belgrade
Cemetery and his Headstone says HMS “Odyssey”. I was unable to find the
details of this posting. So a mystery for the future?

Peter Hill,  St Mary’s Michelmersh.

Remembrance Sunday events
across the benefice were
well attended.

At Braishfield, there was a
very good turn out of
members of youth
organisations.

 The Braishfield Brownies
laid a special purple wreath
- far left in the photograph -
to remember all the animals
killed in war time.
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The sights, sounds and scents of a Christmas Market close to home!

Winchester Cathedral’s Christmas Market is recognised as one of the best in
Europe, renowned for its unique location, handpicked high quality
exhibitors and bustling atmosphere. The Christmas Market is inspired by
traditional German Christmas markets and attracts more than 400,000
visitors each year. The authentic wooden chalets are situated in the
Cathedral’s historic Inner Close, selling a range of tempting seasonal treats
and delightful Christmas gifts.

Winchester holds its own with any European destination for those in search
of an authentic Christmas experience and is regularly recognised as being in
the top 10 in Europe. The Cathedral is at the heart of the city’s
celebration, with its many Christmas services, Christmas Market, and
festive activities that offer a truly unique and magical experience.

This year, the Christmas Market will be open daily

from Friday 19th November – Wednesday 22 December 2021.

Sunday – Wednesday: 10.00am – 6.30pm

Thursday – Saturday: 10.00am – 8.00pm

Health and safety continue to be of the highest priority so there will be
restrictions in place that follow the latest government advice.

This year the Christmas Market will be spread over a wider area within the
Cathedral grounds to allow plenty of room for social distancing with
increased space and wider walkways.

Revenue supports our Diocesan Cathedral, so it’s good if we can patronise
it!

STOP PRESS!

The cast of Open the
Book in Braishfield
School presenting the
Christmas story
during the Assembly
on 24th November.
A treat in store for
Awbridge Primary
School!
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Sunday 5th December –
2nd Sunday of Advent

Old Testament Malachi 3.1-4
Epistle  Philippians 1.3-11

Gospel   Luke 3.1-6
Psalm Benedictus (Luke 1.68-79)

Sunday 12th December –
3rd Sunday of Advent

Old Testament Zephaniah 3.14-end
Epistle  Philippians 4.4-7

Gospel   Luke 3.7-18
Psalm 146.4-end

Sunday 19th December –
4th Sunday of Advent

Old Testament  Micah 5.2-5a
Epistle  Hebrews 10.5-10

Gospel Luke 1.39-45
Psalm 80.1-8 (or Magnificat)

Sunday 26th December –
1st Sunday of Christmas

Epistle  Colossians 3.12-17
Gospel  Luke 2. 41 - end

These are the readings which you will hear
in church each Sunday, and the psalm

selected. We include them here so that you
can look through and read them before

hearing them in church and start to think
about them.  And if you can’t get to

church, you have the readings to focus on
at home.

Sunday 2nd January – Epiphany
Old Testament  Isaiah 60.1-6

 Epistle Ephesians 3.1-12
Gospel  Matthew 2.1-12

Psalm 72.10-15

Sunday  9th January –
the Baptism of Christ –

Plough Sunday
Old Testament  Isaiah 43.1-7

Epistle  Acts 8.14-17
Gospel Luke 3.15-17, 21-22

Psalm 29

Sunday  16th January –
2nd Sunday of Epiphany

Old Testament  Isaiah 62.1-5
 Epistle 1 Corinthians 12.1-11

Gospel  John 2.1-11
Psalm 36.5-10

Sunday  23rd  January –
3rd Sunday of Epiphany

Old Testament  Nehemiah 8.1-3,
5-6, 8-10

 Epistle 1 Corinthians 12.12-31a
Gospel  Luke 4.14-21

Psalm 19

Sunday  30th January
– Candlemas –

Presentation of Christ in the
Temple

Old Testament  Malachi 3.1-5
 Epistle Hebrews 2.14-end

Gospel  Luke 2.22-40
Psalm 24

Bible readings for Sunday 5th December - Sunday 23rd January
2022
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2022

SUNDAY 2nd JANUARY - EPIPHANY
9.30am    Awbridge    HOLY COMMUNION       CW            J.Thompson
9.30am    Braishfield   FAMILY SERVICE  CW             tba
10.00am  Michelmersh  MORNING WORSHIP CW  tba
6.00pm    Farley Chamberlayne  EVENING PRAYER      BCP                J.Thompson

SUNDAY 9th JANUARY  -   BAPTISM OF CHRIST (Plough Sunday)
8.00am     Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION  BCP  T.Benson
9.30am     Awbridge MORNING WORSHIP CW   J.Thompson
9.30am     Braishfield MORNING PRAYER CW        T.Benson
11.00am   Timsbury FAMILY SERVICE CW   J.Thompson
6.00pm     Michelmersh HOLY COMMUNION CW   T.Benson

SUNDAY 16th JANUARY –  2nd SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY
9.30am    Awbridge HOLY COMMUNION CW                                 T.Benson
10.00am   Timsbury HOLY COMMUNION CW              J.Thompson
11.15am   Farley Chamberlayne  FAMILY SERVICE  CW                        T.Benson
6.00pm     Braishfield       EVENING PRAYER     BCP T.Benson
6.00pm     Michelmersh    EVENING PRAYER    BCP                                   J.Thompson

SUNDAY 23rd  JANUARY – 3rd  SUNDAY OF  EPIPHANY
8.00am   Michelmersh HOLY COMMUNION  BCP   T.Benson
9.30am   Awbridge FAMILY WORSHIP  CW    T.Benson
9.30am   Braishfield HOLY COMMUNION CW J.Thompson
11.15am  Farley Chamberlayne  MORNING PRAYER   BCP       T.Benson
6.00pm   Timsbury         EVENING PRAYER  BCP    T.Benson

SUNDAY 30th JANUARY – CANDLEMAS
Presentation of Christ in the Temple

10.00am Braishfield   UNITED BENEFICE HOLY COMMUNION  CW   tba

News from Farley Chamberlayne

We completed 47 Shoe boxes in total and all were delivered to the Pick-up
Point at Choice Plants. Well done everyone. We are such a small Parish and it
is lovely that so many helped. Thank you for all the contributions to this
year's Samaritan Purse Shoe Box Appeal (Operation Christmas Child) whether
it was shoe boxes, helping wrapping and packing, knitting hats and gloves,
providing fillers or money to cover the costs of sending them. It was a real
team effort and the boxes were full of lovely things.

Chris Chisholm
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Services in the Benefice December 2021
SUNDAY 5th  DECEMBER  - 2nd   SUNDAY of ADVENT

9.30am  Awbridge  HOLY COMMUNION  CW                  J.Thompson
9.30am   Braishfield   FAMILY  SERVICE CW                    A.Manners
10.00am Timsbury MORNING WORSHIP  CW   H.Rowe
6.00pm   Farley Chamberlayne EVENING PRAYER  BCP  T.Benson

SUNDAY 12th DECEMBER  -  3rd   SUNDAY of ADVENT
8.00am Farley  Chamberlayne    HOLY COMMUNION    BCP              T.Benson
9.30am    Awbridge MORNING WORSHIP CW                          T.Benson
9.30am Braishfield      *HOLY COMMUNION *  CW                          J.Thompson
11.00am Timsbury         FAMILY WORSHIP CW                          T.Benson
6.00pm   Michelmersh    HOLY COMMUNION CW                J.Thompson

SATURDAY 18th DECEMBER
4.00pm   Michelmersh    CAROL SERVICE & CHRISTINGLE T.Benson/J.Thompson

SUNDAY 19th DECEMBER -  4th  SUNDAY OF ADVENT
9.30am    Awbridge HOLY COMMUNION CW   T.Benson
10.00am  Timsbury       HOLY COMMUNION BCP                                J.Thompson
2.00pm  Michelmersh    BAPTISM      T.Benson
4.00pm  Farley Chamberlayne  CAROL SERVICE         T.Benson/J.Thompson
5.30pm  Braishfield       CAROL SERVICE         T.Benson/J.Thompson
6.00pm  Awbridge         CANDLELIT CAROL SERVICE  T.Benson/J.Thompson

WEDNESDAY 22nd DECEMBER
2.00pm Michelmersh     CRIB SERVICE    T.Benson/J.Thompson
4.00pm  Awbridge        CRIB SERVICE       T.Benson/J.Thompson

THURSDAY 23rd DECEMBER
4.00pm Farley Chamberlayne  CRIB SERVICE                T.Benson

 FRIDAY 24th DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE
4.00pm   Braishfield CHRISTINGLE SERVICE            T.Benson/J.Thompson
6.00pm   Timsbury        CAROL SERVICE           T.Benson/J.Thompson
11.15pm   Michelmersh   HOLY COMMUNION   BCP            T.Benson
11.15pm  Awbridge HOLY COMMUNION CW           J.Thompson

SATURDAY 25th DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS DAY
9.00am     Timsbury HOLY COMMUNION  BCP           T.Benson
10.00am   Braishfield FAMILY SERVICE CW                      T.Benson
10.00am   Awbridge FAMILY SERVICE CW                       tbc
11.15am   Farley Chamberlayne HOLY COMMUNION BCP          T.Benson

SUNDAY 26th DECEMBER - 1st  SUNDAY of CHRISTMAS
10.30am   Michelmersh  HOLY COMMUNION (said) for the whole benefice

T.Benson


